
All About PA



Welcome to Paddington Academy 



Dear Parents, 
Thank you for taking the time to attend our 
parents evening.  In this age of technology 
and saving the environment we have not 
produced a prospectus but appreciate that 
you would like an overview of the Academy.

All aspects of the school can be viewed 
online at www.paddington-academy.org. 
in addition this booklet guides you on the 
most asked questions.

Paddington Academy is very proud of 
its students.  Over the last five years, 
they have achieved some of the highest 
results in the country in terms of progress 
made by students.  The results for 2015 
demonstrated outstanding progress and 
attainment by our students.

70% of our students achieved five or 
more A* to C grades including English and 
Maths and many results were at the top 
level of A* across all the subjects.  It is 
not unusual for students to achieve 100% 
A/A* grades at Paddington.  It is also not 
unusual for students to make well beyond 
the governments expected indicator of 
progress, in fact most achieve over a grade 
higher than they would in an average 
school – it is NOT an average school!

Most students stay on into the sixth form 
from which the majority go to university 
with over 20% going to the best universities 
(Russell Group) in the country. 50% of the 
grades achieved at A Level this year were 
A*-B.  We have students who go on to 
Oxford or Cambridge but we also have 
students who achieve much higher than 
expected and study courses that were only 
dreams a few years ago.



The other quotes that I will share with you 
come directly from the students as they are in 
the best place to comment.

What is special about PA?
There is a quote from visitors to Paddington Academy 
that I would like to share with you as I feel it captures 
the essence of Paddington.

There is something truly magical that everyone has worked so hard 
to engender at Paddington Academy.  It has a vibrancy and energy 
to it that constantly regenerates.  You come away after visiting 
the school feeling better about the world.  I love  the excitement 
generated by  staff and students.  It is a school that stands tall and 
is happy in its shoes.  Most of all, I like that this school smiles.  A lot.  
Justin Mclaren



Ethos
‘When I got here it was like my dream 
come true, it’s a very warm and friendly 
place and the teachers are lovely.  You 
get looked after.  It’s strict but in a caring 
way that we know it’s for us.’
(Year 7 student)

Attitude
‘It’s very well organised; everyone 
follows the Paddington 10 and you work 
hard.  Everyone is expected to achieve. 
If you don’t have a good attitude to 
learning there are consequences but if 
you do there are lots of rewards.’ 
Year 8 student

‘You have to be serious about coming 
here.  It’s a great school – one of the 
best in the country but you have to take 
education seriously.  If you don’t want 
to have the best attitude, be here every 
day and try really hard, you will not like 
it much.  They don’t like it if you waste 
your place because there are lots of 
children who want a place here.  But 
if you do want to do really well in your 
exams, be happy at school and be here 
every day , making a difference, it will be 
the right school for you.’ Year 9 student

Learning
‘The lessons are really good, you get 
to do fun things and the teachers work 
hard to make sure you are enjoying it.    
They think of ways to make it a special 
lesson, they are quite funny.’ 
Year 7 student



Uniform and day
‘The uniform is smart; they are clear about this 
because we have to take learning seriously.   

You have to start early at 8.30am and 
finish at 3.25pm (except Fridays when 
you finish early) but you don’t waste 
any time and lessons are 100 minutes 
so you get lots done. There are lots of 
people to take care of you, your tutor, 
Student Support Mentor or Head of 
Year. Everyone knows who you are 
which is nice. 
Year 9 student 

Breaks
We have a morning break and lunch break. 
There is a big playground and the food is 
good. It can be crowded as there are 1200 
of us here but it always feels safe and there 
are staff EVERYWHERE.’ 
Year 8 student



‘Everyone cares about you 
in Paddington, it’s a big happy family. You 
always see people smiling and they don’t 
shout - ha! - unless they have to and there 
is a good reason. The standards are high 
but that’s fine because we get good results.’ 
Year 11 students

The staff

‘The staff are great, they nag and 
nag at you but in a loving way, we feel like they 
really love us and they care more than we do 
sometimes about what we achieve and learn.’ 
Year 11 student

‘Wherever I go from here, I know 
that I could not have had a better start to life 
or better experience. I went to the best school 
and I am a better person because of it.’ 
Sixth form student leaving



Our students are community ambassadors. 
We develop excellent links with the community. Students get 
opportunities to work with many people inside and outside the academy, 
our students establish good networks and relationships with them. It is 
our aim that Paddington Academy students make a positive difference 
to their community.

Our students have high standards. 
At Paddington Academy standards are high. We have 
extremely high expectations for uniform, behaviour, 
attendance and punctuality.  If a student gets all these 
things right, they will learn better and get great results. 
Students will be taught and cared for exceptionally 
well and will achieve their very best.

Our students are leaders
We expect our students to be leaders. We have 
an active student council in each year group and 
they work hard to ensure that student voice is 
heard and makes a difference.  Student voice is
active in most academy decisions and highly 
valued by all of us.



Positive partnership with parents
A positive and supportive relationship between parents and 
staff is vital for the well being and achievement of students. We 
rely on our parents to support us in establishing and maintaining 
high standards of behaviour, attendance, punctuality and dress. 

Communication
We have ‘every day’ communication with 
parents through ‘drop in’, text messages, 
emails and by phone.  Parents are also 
welcome to visit the Academy at any time by
contacting the year team and making 
an appointment.  We have five parents 
afternoons and mornings when parents 
can come into school and discuss student 
progress. 



Curriculum
What will your child learn?

Key Stage 3 
(age 11-14)
Subjects offered at Key Stage 3 include: English, Maths, 
Science, History, Geography, RE, Art, Music, Drama, 
Technology, ICT, PE, Modern Foreign Languages 
(Spanish and French), Media, Learning Guidance, PSHE.

Key Stage 4 
(age 14-16)
The full range of subjects 
on the curriculum includes: 
English, English Literature, 
Maths, Science, Additional 
Science, Applied Science, 
Arabic, Art, Astronomy, 
Business Studies, Catering, 
Dance, Drama, Economics, 
Fashion, Geography, Graphics, 
Health & Social Care, Home 
Cooking Skills, History, 
Hospitality, ICT, Media Studies, 
Music, PE, Performing Arts, 
Photography, RE, Resistant 
Materials, Sociology, Spanish, 
PE, Travel and Tourism and 
Social Enterprise.

Key Stage 5 Curriculum
(age 16-18)

At post-16 we recognise that students 
have different desires or designs.  Some 
have clear ideas on careers they wish 
to follow at 17 or 18 whilst others have 
plans to move onto Higher Education.  In 
order to meet these different demands 
we offer different pathways which lead 
to Advanced Levels, Applied ‘A’ Levels or 
BTEC qualifications.  

All students are expected to take 
advantage of the optional enrichment 
courses available.



AS and A2 Courses
A Level courses are now available in all major 
subject areas. Subjects such as, Dance, 
Economics, Law, Media, Music Technology, 
Photography, Psychology, Philosophy and 
Ethics have been introduced alongside 
more established courses. Present subjects 
available include English Literature, 
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
History, Geography, French, Spanish, 
Sociology, Economics, Law, Media and
Drama. 
A sixth form student can achieve additional 
qualifications through GCSE subjects.

Learning Support
The Academy has the additional benefits 
of a Learning Support department which 
provides individual help and classroom 
support for children with learning 
difficulties.   It is important to recognise 
that children who experience education, 
social and/or behavioural difficulties 
require individual help.  Wherever and 
whenever it is appropriate, children 
with learning difficulties are integrated 
into mainstream lessons. Their progress 
is carefully monitored.  
At Paddington EVERY child is special and 
an individual and will be cared for as 
such.
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